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“Dwarsligger”
Willi Egger

The Dwarsligger is a handy book format which flips open over the
spine. The text is typeset parallel to the spine. This book fits into
almost any pocket. The design is patent protected although it is a
nice showcase for what you can achieve with ConTEXt. This article
discusses the basic layout and arrangement of pages for preparing
sections and shows a method of placing collating marks on the page
edges.

Introduction
Dwarsligger is Dutch and means crossbeam or sleeper. However it is also a hand-
some book format, where the text is printed parallel to the spine. Flipped open it
has almost the dimensions of a paper-back. Due to the fact that it is printed on very
thin paper, normally used for the production of bibles, even big volumes of more
than 1000 pages have still a small thickness. The binding allows, that the book
lays open perfectly and can be handled by one hand easily. – The Dwarsligger is an
initiative of Jongbloed BV printers and publishers and Veen Bosch & Keuning (VBK).
The Dwarsligger is a registered trademark (2006) and protected by a worldwide
patent.

The first Dwarsligger was published back in 2009. In the meantime there are several
hundred titles available. In 2010 it entered the Spanish market and one year later
it entered the English market under the Flipback brand name.

After this book form entered the market several other companies tried to come up
with similar concepts. However since then there is only the original Dwarsligger on
the market with all the others having withdrawn.

The Project
I know that I am entering into a somewhat slippery field here by writing about
making a book where the concept is patent protected. However, what I present here
is a project for my personal purposes and a showcase of the strength of the ConTEXt
typesetting tool.

Back in 2010 I participated in a workshop ‘French binding’ at the atelier of Geert van
Daal, a well known bookbinder now living in Amsterdam. The notes and drawings
made during this workshop were put obviously into ConTEXt. At that time I also came
across the Dwarsligger concept so I got the idea to establish an imposition scheme
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