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lactletter typefaces had been ruling the

occidental world of printing for more

than five Hundred pears. Who won-
ders, that we till find blactletter fonts in names of
ftreets, pubs, newspapers and in many other con-~
ferts, comnected with tradition? And although all
thoje Gothic, Schivabacher & Fraftur fonts are
gone forever, from time to time e bave to deal Wwith
them. Llfually as readers of old boofs, and jome~
times as a thpographical challenge.

Sitt Things Fift

Nowadaps, rumours going round, tafen as facts by
foo many people: Blactletter types ave old, German,
nazi-related fonts, And fo, lef us have a deeper [oof
at that gofjip firjt.
Ziladletter Typefaces Are DI, Qd? Compared
fo what? Compared to an iPad .. hes, thed are! Even
compared o automobiles they are freafing old. But
reajonably, we fhould compare them fo fonts, we
are ufing today in our Wejtern world. And then we
will notice very quictly: We are ujing Latin fonts
again! And as we fuow, thefe fonts come from Ro-
man times; and this brings us way bact to a time
around 500B.C.at leajt. BVlactletter fonts, how-
ever, have their roots when Carolingian minujeules
were infroduced round about 800AE.and were
nof tritten before 12°Century and nof printed
Defore 150 Century. Hence blackletter thpes cannot
e old. Compared fo our fonts today, they ave even
efpecially poung.

2lodiletter Typefaces Are German. Although 3 lite
this rumour mojt, and even it is true that blackletter
fonts were maffively ujed within German language
related areag, and Germany had been ufing theje
fontg officially ag laft in Gurope until 200 Centu-~
1) ... the Englifh were firjt, folloyved by the French
(and that's the bitter part) and only then blactletter
typefaces finally came to Teutonic lands. Vut the
fonts were printed firjt, there.

Jlndletter Typefaces Are Anzi-Aielated. Gven foday,
many people thinf there is a velation between
blactletfer fonts and the German National Social~
it Movement or jome Germanic cult &c. That's
o yoonderfully ftupid that I leave if at that and
jujt tranjlate an edict of the Fuehrer from Jamary
1941

CIRCULAR (Not for publication).

On behalf of the Fithrer I notify for common
attention that: Regarding and calling the
so called

gothic typeface as a German typeface is
wrong. In fact, the gothic typeface consists
of Jew-letters from Schwabach. Like they
later gained control of the newspapers, the
Jews living in Germany had seized control
over the printing shops at introduction of
the printing press, so that the Schwabacher
Jew-letters were heavily introduced in
Germany.
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Die sogenannte gotische Schrift als eine deutsche Schs Lf#
anzusehen oder zu bezeichnen ist falsch., In Wirkliohkelt
besteht die sogenannte gotiache Schrift aus Schwabacher
Judenlettern, Genau wie sie sich spliter in den Besitz des
Zeitungen setsten, setzten sich d&ie in Deutschland an-
siisvigen Juden bei Einfihrung des Buchdruoks in deu Be'Mte
der Buohdruckereien und dsdurch kam es in Deutsthland = der
starken Einfihrung der Schwabacher Judunlettern.

Ao heutigen Tage hat der Miirer in einer Bespreohang ajs
Herrn Reichsleiter Amann und Herrn Buchdruckereibesitzew
Adolf Miller entschieden, dass die Antlgua-Bchrift kuntsig
als Normal-Schrift zu bezeichnen sei. Naoh und vack sal e
shmtliche auf diese N 1 2t g,
stellt werden. Sobald dies schulbuchmissig mbgli:n ist,
wird in den Dorfschulen und Volksschulen nur mehr

Qe Nomal-Schrift gelehrt werden.

Die der durch
Behtirden wird kilnftig uAterbleiben; Emennungsure

kunden flir Beamte, Strassenschilder u.dergl. werden
Xiinftig nur mehr in Normal-Sohrift gefertigt werden.

Iz Auttrege des Fihrers wird Herr Reichsleiter Amam:
zunichst fene Zeitungen und Zeitschriften, die bereits
eine Auslandsverbreitung haben, oder dcren Auslands-
verbreitung 19t, aut N 1 umstellen.

gez. M. Bormana,

Today the Filhrer decided in a meeting with
Reichsleiter Max Amann and book printing
shop owner Adolf Miiller, that the Antiqua
typeface is to be called the normal typeface
in future. Step by step all printing prod-
ucts have to be changed to this normal
typeface. As soon as this is possible for
school books, in schools only the normal
typeface will be taught.

Authorities will refrain from using
the Schwabacher Jew-letters in future;
certificates of appointment, road signs and
similar will only be produced in normal
typeface in future. On behalf of the Fiihrer,
Mr. Amann will change those papers and
magazines to normal typeface, that are
already spread abroad or are wanted to be.

Signed M. Bormann

.wbich means nothing otber than that the Nazi
government has {topped ufing blactletter fonts. It
ig an ironic quirf of fate that right wing movements
all over the world are ujing blactletter types, fimply
becaufe they're thinfing it is a Nagi thpe.
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G, blactletter types are not old, neither German nor
nazi-related. They were created in times, as the fer
educated people ~mojtly monts-had written with
goofe feathers. Thofe feathers were diagonally cut
with a tnife, dipped info inf and ufed as a writing
fool. SHence the characteriftic edges came on parch=-
ment and paper; letters therefore [pofed “brofen” in
the jame way, printing thpes did becaufe they were
re-created of that gooje feather handwriting.

iending Perfpective

Moft of us were infroduced o blactletter thpes ag
readers, 3t is not a jecret: Sn former times, boof
mafers fpent much more effort in mating boofs.
Spence boof [overs prefer old boofs fo the mojt~
[ cheap made new ones. However, thefe old boofs
offen come with blactletter fhpes and readers, nof
ufed fo theje fonts, have to deal with jome pitfalls
lurfing at them, becauje theve are jome fimilarities
of types thep better fuow before they jfart reading:

the r: v and the x: 1
the k: £ and the «:
the f: | and the long £: |

ROMEO AND JULIET. s

Death, that hath fuck’d the honey of thy breath,
Hath had no power yet upon thy beauty : *
Thou art not conquer’d ; beauty’s enfign yet

Is crimfon in thy lips, and in thy cheeks,

And death’s pale flag is not advanced there.*—
‘Tybalt, lieft thou there in thy bloody fheet 27

O, what more favour can I do to thee,

Than with that hand thar enr rhy

vanth in fiwain

Ejpecially the long~s and f-confujion is a cafe of
its ovou; we'll fee if af the typefetters perfpective lat~
er on. Here, it will be enough to fnow, [oof cavefully
at the jeore: the [owercafe T has a longer one, across
the letter; the long=s has its jeore jujt on the left
fide. This long=s actually came from French Anti-
qua fonts af jome point in the Renaiffance. 3 was
juit adopted by the blactletter font cutters, LWith the
French Revolution the (ong-s difappeared, along
with many ariftocratic heads. BVut why dId we uje
the [ong-g at all? Jujt to mafe clear compound
words; there are fome popular German language
eramples:

Wachstube v Wachftube: QA Wachstube ig a fer~
vice room for joldiers; on the other hand a Wa-
chftube i$ a fube of war. Without confert, you
fimply could not fuow the meaning of the word at
all, under foday's fpelling .. but ujing the long-s
mafes the whole thing verdh clear. Nof rujhing into
the typographical contert foo early: the s is an end-~
ing s and the laff leffer of a word, s had fo fef as the

[aft yoord's [etter. GFor compound words, a fnoothHly
way to diftinguifh.

Krelochen b9 Kreifehen: A Kreischen i$ a very
fmall circle; Kreifchen fimply means to jereech.
Speoendung 0s Vefendung: A Versendung is the end
of a verfe; aVerfendung ig the noun of to fend. AUs
pou can fee: 3t matters! So, do not misinterpret the
§ with the f:

Editing Peefpective

Hjually, fo edit and fo thpefet ferts are flwo com=
pletely different things. Dealing with blacketter
fonts, however, will mir thefe roles. The reajon is
fimple: Someone gives pou a jeript, and if hou have
fo thpejet this feript in blactletter fonts, you have
fo decide which fhpes have fo be erchanged fo play
by the typographical rules of fraditional blactletter
thpefetting.
$yence we jump info the ..

Typefetting Petfpective

QA typefetter's perjpective in digital times to
blactletter fonts is a bit more difficult than jujt fry~
ing to read the ftuff. If hou jhould come into in the
fituation to thypefet any ertenjive quantity of terts
in blactletter fonts, do not erpect the jame effort
pou're ujed fo have. Bou mujt plan ertra time find-~
ing a font, learning the rules and mating all that
micro thpograpbic fine funing; ejpecially in ferms
of ferning the fonts.

Sinding The ARight Font. There is jome~
thing o do before You can even jtart your actual
worf. And I'm not falfing about not finding any
blactletter fonts. MNo, there are hundreds to find in
the Internet. But: Mojt of them are crap! Ln-
forfunately, even thofe fonts which ave not crap are
often ujeless for any ferious worf. One fout has
no ligatures, another one comes without bracfets,
punctuation characters &c.and even the jo impor-
tant [ong-¢ is mifjing verh offen that one cannot
believe it. And although there are many free fonts
out there, it's better to buy. If you have decided to
buy a font, which font family ig to uje? For fmall
terts, headlines and ftuff life this it does not mat-~
ter. For higher quantities of terts, pou {hould avoid
Gothic or Schwabacher types, Thefe are children of
the middle ages and people will have a fough time
to read it. With no need to uje them, go for an ele~
gant, nof too darf Fraftura. There are well cuf and
Digitalized fonts life KRochichrift, Kleift or Jenfe~
nar - fafe pour time and fry fo be patient. It may
fafe a wbhile, finding the right one. Vecauje I do not
uje blactletter fonts anhmore, 3 did jelect Procla-
mate Light free font for this paper and it was a
compromife. 3 yoouldut uje theje fonts anpmore and
definitely) nof doing jobs for cujtomers with if.
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Loarning The Rules. Bes, there are [ofs of
rules, typefetting blactletter fypes, Rules to hanble
the long-s even differ from one country to anoth~ 1
er. Since hou do not have ifalic cuts or fmall caps,
pou Wil need to find a way to marfup tert portions.
Bou have to confider ligatures, hyphenation rules,
foreign words &c.pp.wbhich differ from Antiqua
thpefetting rules, nb even although the graphics
fector move and more runs away from thefe regu-
lations: 3f pou thint of pourfelf as an font aejthete,
a thpograpber, a thpefetting erpert, learn the damn
rules, before typejetting blactletter fonts! And if
pou do nof feel bad, feeing substitude injtead of
the correct fubftitude, go, and find pourfelf an-~
otber job.

Doing The Finetuning. Goentually you will
have finifhed pour wort of erchanging all thoje lit~
fle ligatures, [ong-¢" and types. But if you (oof at
pour worf, hou will quidly jee: hou are not finifhed,
the whole thing loofs jtrange if not ugly. That is
becaufe the ferning of digital blacfletter fonts has
been made jo poorly, that there is a need to corvect
it by hand. Go, have a coffee, fmofe a cigarette and
than tart again. This will be the mojt annoying
part of the job. Chect all the [ong=s, it Will probably
have foo much fpace fo the nert thpe. The ch and cf
ligatures are froublematers as well - nof to men-
tion the jujtification as a whole. You hopefully get
adequateld reywarded for this,

Jilndletter Font ARules

The following rule fet for typefetting blactletter

fonts wont be complete but comprehenfive enough,

nof fo get blamed by any freelancing lapouter.

Printing The Lorrect J. Gince  pou, who s

reading this paper right now, are moft probably

Dutch or German, lets have a deeper [oof info the

Dutch~German-regulations of long= and end-s,

lje the [ong=s:

1. At the begin of fyllables: furfing, perfon

2. Gor letter connections: fhine, fpeed, fteel

3. Sn compound words, laft word begins with §:
feafict, typefet, foltjong.

As faid before: The Englifh, French Stalians,

Cpaniards and Finns have another, a more graph-

ical, way of ufing the long-s. Vuf following the

rules above, you will gef quite fimilar rejults, £ljing

the end-s are more or less the jame:

1. At the end of fpllables: dotwnitairs, mogquito

2. Gor foreign words: grofesque, masquerade

3. 3n compound words, firft word ends with s
marsrover, fennismatch

Gometimes, the s collide, ufually fj but aljo sf. But

there is a [ittle rule fo jolve juch fituations, foo:

1. Gor normal doubling: croffing. blofjom

2. Su compound words, firft word ends with s &
Iay’t word begins with f: - disfolve, missipelled

That is it. Loots eafy, is a [of of wort. Even with

a good Search & Replace fuppvrt pou have fo be

verd carefully erchanging all the s within only ten

pages of tert. No computer will have a folution.

34

Pinting The Lowect Lignture, In blactletter fonts, freat

Itgatures [ife ftandard types, That means:

Bou have to uje cb, dt, it b, ch f, § and 3 lig-
atures in any cafe. Even if you thint you have
a choice, you have not. Tafe for erample ¢ and
t. Theve ig no tnoct in blactletter typefetting It
bas to be fnod,

2. Never breaf thefe ligatures ¢, , it fch, ¢h, & §
and f of blactletfer fonts, Again, freaf them
ag types. No hypbenations, and if you have
marfup fert, do not breaf them anpway: not
blactletter but blacletter

Bou do have a choice for all the other ligatures, Buf

at leajt for biftoric terts, hou {hould follow the rules

above, anpivay.

Printing Antiqua within Bladletier Teets. ALl foreign

Words With g%oman roots have fo be thped in Lafin

fonts, o, if hou write common phrajes life a priori

or de facto 01 ad hoc, hou change to Antiqua. The
fame applies to other foreign ferts, depending of the
language the blactletfer document has been ywritfen
in. Aljop very modern Wwords and ferms fhould be
yritten in mobdern letters: “Microfoft Windowws”
would (oof a bit filly, typed in blactetter fonts.

Syence pou better uje Microsoft Windows inftead.

3f there are words in the language fo typefet with

blactletter fonts, containing a fingle foreign type,
this thpe has o be fet as a Roman letter, ¢.g. Des~
babillé,

Thefe are the rules one {hould tnow for thpefetting

blactletter fonts, Mapbe a laft tip: Lppercaje fef

blacfletter types [oof jujt UGLY LIKE HELL!

Epilogue

One could argue: Why fhould I care about jome
rules from [ong fime ago? Lefs uje blactetter fonts
applying the prefent rules of Weftern thpography.
The Roman alphabet did not fuow an U or even
an J and we all are ufing Latin fonts nevertheless,
Srue. Bt thefe Latin fonts were developed over the
cenfuries; e adjufted them, have been creating rules
fo uje them until the prejent days, Rule mafing for
blactletter fonts were ffopped in 1941. So, the rule fet
aboyve is the mofjf current we have. In juft the jame
way we are ujing today s fpelling and typejetting
rules for today's font ujage, fhouldnt we uje the lajt
rules for blactletter thpefetting purpofes?

s in many other refpects, in our modern world, we
pay less and less atfention fo language, grammar,
linguiftic erprefiions. 3t mujt be at leaft 20 pears
ago, that the lajt boof was called “ywor(d literature”.
The lajt boof fhops in our towng are clofing. Ty~
pography does not play a major role in digital doc~
ument engineering anpmore; boof printing bas fo
be cheap, firft and foremojt. We're getting profane,
reading paperbacts about: “$How fo get rich within
sir montfy, becoming dumb WhatsApp and face-
book zombies with Jhort meflage abilities. Some
fids ont youtube having more influence to people
than the editor in chief of the New Vort Times,
and American newspapers are thinfing deeply for
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another word, becaufe “newspaper” founds too old.
NReally: Why fhould we care about typefetting
rules for bladfletter fonts?

$Hm, becaufe it hag jomething to do with craft & art?
3f the laft printer clofed his officina to get refired
earlier, the laft young author prefers to become a
fuperftar at jome ftupid television jhow, the lajt
painfer planned to become a Digital-B2B-Inter-

net service consultant, the laft pupil has a vocab-
ulary less than 500 words and the lajt pavents give
a fhit about that fact .. what will then have become
of us? The planet of the apes?
QBes, it is important to have people writing novels,
plaping mujic, painting pictures ... and thpefetting
terts -~ this is about culture,

and culture does matter!
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